[Biology of arterial ageing and arteriosclerosis].
Arterial ageing - arteriosclerosis - is characterised by both thickening and stiffening of the walls of large and medium arteries. The molecular and cellular mechanisms (i.e. endothelial dysfunction, matrix remodelling, ...) involved in this process are complex, and at least in part common to atherosclerotic injury. Arterial stiffness is strongly associated with cardiovascular disease and an increased risk of morbidity and mortality. The aim of this review is to provide an update on the pathophysiology and the biological process of arterial ageing and to underline the main difference with atherosclerosis damage process in particularly during the calcification step.